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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the State of Alaska mail system. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

From: Amanda West
To: Simien, Samantha S (EED); Northey, Gavin (EED); Robin Tenille
Subject: waiver for LKSD
Date: Monday, April 3, 2023 3:11:30 PM

Good morning, 
    In a previous email I mentioned that Newtok School in Lower Kuskokwim School District
was closed due to a fire on January 26th. Power was restored March 7th however  it was
unstable and a generator house needed to be built around the new generator.  School was
temporarily held in the church and has not resumed in the building for all students until today.
The school still has no running water. Water pipes going from the school to the water plant
were cut after the fire so that water could drain and hopefully not burst the pipes.
Unfortunately due to no power and extremely cold temperatures pipes throughout the school
burst. All of the classrooms are closed off. Maintenance is cutting into walls in the hallways
and classrooms as they try to find all the leaks. It looks like a construction zone through most
of the school. Classes are being held in 3, 2 hour sessions every day in the school gym. Kids
are entering and exiting from the gym.
 
     The village of Newtok asked for food assistance in early March due to the fact that the
school being closed and students not getting meals at the school was becoming a hardship.
The Food Bank of Alaska sent a one time emergency response package of food to Newtok.
The food and delivery was at no cost to the district. It included 5000 shelf stable meals.
enough for 300 people, 3 meals a day, for 1 week. 

    My question is, would I be able to send lunches home with the kids.  The kids can not eat in
the gym. The temporary classrooms are set up there. I sent factory packaged sandwiches,
packaged fruit cups, frozen pre portioned vegetables in each of the subgroups, UHT milk, and
bottled water following the NSLP guidelines and portion sizes. Nothing would need to be
prepared or removed from its packaging. It would be taken straight from the boxes and handed
to the kids as they were leaving after their classes. I have someone who can pass out the food
and complete the production records as well as a meal counter. May we get a waiver for non
congregate meals, for meal times since due to space restrictions all the kids can not be at the
school at the same time, and for 2 milk choices? I have 1% UHT white milk. I have been
unable to purchase UHT nonfat chocolate milk. The village water is under a boil water notice
and the school has no running water so the school would be unable to safely make flavored
powdered milk.  

Thank you, 
Amanda West

--------------------------------------------
Food Service Director
Lower Kuskokwim School District
P.O. Box 305 
Bethel, AK. 99559
Phone: (907)543-4844
Amanda_west@lksd.org
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